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ARTIST'S BOOK

Allen Ruppersberg came of age as an artist in the late 1960s in Los Angeles, where he was part of the burgeoning
Conceptual movement of that time and place. The artists with whom he allied himself most closely in those early
years were Bas Jan Ader and Ger Val ELk, both Dutch, but living in the area at that time, as well as William Leavitt,
Allan McColllum, and William Wegman. Like these artists and other Los Angeles Conceptual pioneers such as Ed
Ruscha and John Baldessari, Ruppersberg used photographs he made or found in combination with text and narrative
strategies to investigate such issues as the role of the artist, the relationship between nature and culture, text and
image, and fiction and fact.

In this artist's book, Ruppersberg is re-using a 1956 "Guest Informant” book from the Mark Hopkins Hotel in San
Francisco as a support for his own photographs. Alluding to his former projects such as "Al's Grand Hotel," the present
volume also includes newly commissioned essays by writers such as Greil Marcus and Phillip van der Bossche.

Published with the Santa Monica Museum of Art.
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